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As we begin the budget development process for next year every school district in New 

York State is bracing for a budgetary cycle unlike any we have seen before. Governor-elect 
Andrew Cuomo has warned of mid-year reductions in state aid to schools with additional 
cuts expected for 2011-12. This year already, state funding to Williamsville schools has 

been reduced an additional $385,546 in the form of lower Medicaid and STAR 

reimbursements, over and above the  $4.5 million cut in state aid to our District for 2010-
11.  

A state-imposed property tax cap is now a very real possibility and carries with it 

unintended consequences that could drastically affect programming for our students in the 

future. Imposing property tax caps without legislated mandate relief is just not good public 
policy. Increased fixed costs such as pensions, health care, and utilities, plus new mandates 
imposed under the federal Race to the Top program are expected to converge with the 

revenue reductions generating conditions for a perfect fiscal storm that could inflict severe 
damage on public education in New York State.  

Because of the District’s track record of sound financial planning and strong public 

support, Williamsville is positioned to weather these fiscal challenges in the year ahead. We 
have worked diligently to keep the tax levy increase below two percent, on average, for the 

past five years without compromising our top-rated educational program. Last year, the 
property tax levy increase was 0.16 percent. I have directed personnel in each school and 

department to identify expenditure reductions of up to ten percent, across the board, in 

their respective budgets as they draft recommendations for 2011-12. We will assess the 
impact of each reduction in order to build a fiscal plan that focuses resources on our 
students and the classroom. 

I encourage everyone to stay informed about financial matters impacting your public 
schools. The Board of Education and I are committed to a thorough, in-depth budget 

development process that is transparent to the community.  If you are not able to attend a 

school board meeting, you can view all videotaped meetings on the District website at 
www.williamsvillek12.org, or watch the meetings on Time Warner Cable, Ch. 20, aired each 

Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 1 p.m. following the meeting date.  

In other news, Mr. Daniel Walh has been appointed principal of Transit Middle School, 

effective January 3. Mr. Walh was selected from a competitive pool of applicants. He has 
been an assistant principal at Casey Middle for the past three years and I am confident that 

he will be an outstanding school leader at Transit. Mr. Walh assumes a legacy of 

achievement as he replaces Ms. Jill Pellis, who is retiring at the end of December. Ms. Pellis 
has been Transit’s first and only principal since the school opened in 1993, leading Western 
New York’s top-rated middle school with a students-first spirit. We wish Ms. Pellis success 

and happiness as she moves on to the next chapter of her life. I would also like to 

congratulate the North High Girls’ Varsity Field Hockey Team, which won its second State 
title in four years bringing another championship home to Williamsville and Western New 

York.  

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our community for its ongoing 

support of our schools. A major reason for the success in Williamsville is the strong 
collaboration between the Board of Education, the administration, our employee groups, 

parents, and the community. These essential partnerships underscore our collective 

commitment to educating children. I wish you a happy and peaceful Holiday Season.  


